
 
 

Elwood P. Dowd is an affable man who claims to have an unseen (and presumably imaginary) friend Harvey — whom Elwood 
describes as a six-foot, three-and-one-half-inch tall pooka resembling an anthropomorphic rabbit. Elwood introduces Harvey to 
everyone he meets. His social-climbing sister, Veta, increasingly finds his eccentric behavior embarrassing. She decides to have 
him committed to a sanitarium to spare her and her daughter Myrtle Mae from future embarrassment. When they arrive at the 
sanitarium, a comedy of errors ensues. The young, handsome, and very flirtatious Dr. Sanderson commits Veta instead of 
Elwood, but when the truth comes out, the search is on for Elwood and his invisible companion. When Elwood shows up at the 
sanitarium looking for his lost friend Harvey, it seems that the mild-mannered Elwood's delusion has had a strange influence on 
the staff, including sanitarium director Dr. Chumley. Only just before Elwood is to be given an injection that will make him into a 
"perfectly normal human being, and you know what bastards they are!" (in the words of a taxi cab driver who has become 
involved in the proceedings) does Veta realize that she would rather have Elwood the same as he has always been — carefree 
and kind — even if it means living with Harvey. 
 
Auditions for Summerset’s 2016 season will be held on Saturday, April 23rd from 10am to 2pm, and Monday, April 25th from 
6pm to 9pm. All auditions are held at the Frank W. Bridges Theatre, Riverland Community College, 1900 8th Ave NW, Austin, 
MN 55912. Performances will be August 3, 4, 5, and 6 at 7:30 pm; August 7 at 2:00 pm. 
 

 Elwood P. Dowd-Male, 30s-40s. Very friendly man from a well-to-do family. His closest companion is a pooka, a 
mischievous spirit, which appears in the form of an invisible 6 ½ foot tall rabbit.  

 

 Veta Louise Simmons-Female, 30s-40s. Sister of Elwood. Very much a socialite, she is very concerned with public 
image. Somewhat high-strung and quick to overreact to situations. Very over-the-top personality. 

 

 Myrtle Mae Simmons-Female, 15-20s. Daughter of Veta, and Elwood’s niece. Somewhat coddled by her overbearing 
mother. She is massively embarrassed by her uncle’s condition and the damage it might do to her reputation. A 
somewhat shallow and self-centered person.  

 

 “Aunt” Ethel Chauvenet-Female, 30s-50s. An old family friend. A rich and well respected member of the social circle 
that Veta and Myrtle want to fit into. 

 

 Ruth Kelly-Female, 20s. A young, pretty assistant at Chumley’s Rest, who is in a tense love/hate relationship with Dr. 
Sanderson. 

 

 Mr. Wilson-Male, 20s-30s. Essentially the “muscle” for Chumley’s Rest, he takes care of uncooperative patients. Has a 
crush on Myrtle.  

 

 Dr. Lyman Sanderson-Male, 20s-30s. Young and ambitious understudy to Dr. Chumley. Very vain. Has feelings for Ruth 
Kelly, but he tries not to show them. 

 

 Dr. William Chumley-Male, 40s-50s. Head of Chumley’s Rest. A precise, calculating man, he’s concerned about the 
reputation of his establishment. He also will come to see Harvey with his own eyes. 

 

 Betty Chumley-Female, 40s-50s. Wife of Dr. Chumley.  
 

 Judge Omar Gaffney-Male, 40s-60s. A longtime friend of Veta and Elwood’s family. Also serves as the family lawyer. 
May have feelings for Veta. 

 

 E.J. Lofgren, Cab Driver-ANY. The person who convinces Veta that she’s making a huge mistake by medicating Elwood.  
 
Depending on turnouts for auditions, a couple of parts may be able to be played by the same person. For instance, the same person who plays 
Ethel Chauvenet may also play Betty Chumley. Also, the cab driver (if female), could also play the maid in Act 1.  

 

 


