
On Golden Pond 
Audition Information 

 
Norman Thayer, Jr. (male 70-80)  One the one hand, he is boyish and peppery, having hung on 

to his vigor and his humor, but at the same time, he is grand, he has a manner, a way of 

speaking and of carrying himself that seems to belong in another era. It is a larger-than-life 

quality, an extra dimension of size that old men seem to take on. Norman’s health is good, a 

touch of arthritis, palpitations, gout and a few other slight irregularities notwithstanding. He is 

flirting with senility, but he knows it and plays it to the hilt. 

Ethel Thayer (female, 65-75)  Norman’s wife. She is small but energetic beyond belief, 

Norman’s opposite in many ways. She fills the empty spaces when he grows quiet. They are 

best of friends, with a keen understanding of each other, after 46 years of marriage.  

Charlie Martin (male, mid 40’s) The mailman…a big, smiley, gentle man with a strong Maine 

accent. He is a laugher, but not exactly “deficient”. In his own rustic, simple, thoughtful way, he 

is actually quite charming. Has always had a crush on Chelsea. 

Chelsea Thayer Wayne (female, mid 40’s)  Norman and Ethel’s only child. She is quite pretty, 

athletic, tan. She has her father’s humor, but there is a dark side brewing underneath. She and 

her father have had their difficulties and she has a chip on her shoulder. 

Billy Ray (male, 12-16) Bill Ray’s son. He is flippant, but only to cover his awkwardness. He is 

eager and bright. A little rebellious. A typical child of divorce and privilege. 

Bill Ray (male, 40-55)  He is Chelsea’s boyfriend and Billy Ray’s father. He is a wealthy, divorced 

dentist from the city. He tends to be serious but has a sense of humor when he remembers to 

use it. He spends most of the play stuck in awkward situations with Norman. 


